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conquest of Koine begin to show itself; he had no hope of subduing Kouie
and Italy with a handful of Spanish and African veterans. These were to
be the core of a great army, to be made up of Italians, who (as he hoped)
would join his victorious standard, as the Gauls had already done. He had
come, he said, " into Italy, not to fight against the Italians, but to fight for
the liberty of the Italians against Rome."
Such was the battle of Lake Trasimene. So hot was the conflict that
the combatants did not feel the shock of an earthquake, which overthrew
many cities of Italy.
Stragglers escaping from the slaughter carried the evil tidings to Roint,
and the praetor, unable to extenuate the loss, came into the Forum, whore
the people were assembled, and ascending the rostra uttered the Vrief but
significant words: " We have been defeated in a great battle." Dreadful
was the terror. The gates were thronged with mothers and children, eagerlv
questioning the fugitives about the fate of their sons, and fathers, and kins-
folk. Every hour Hannibal was expected. Three days passed and he
canie not; out the news of a fresh disaster came. Cn. Servilius, the other
consul, as soon as he heard of Hannibal's presence in Etruria, resolved to join
his colleague immediately, and sent on his horse, four thousand strong, as an
earnest of his own arrival. Hannibal, informed of their approach, detached
Maharbal with a division of cavalry and some light-armed troops to intercept
them, and half of the Romans were cut in pieces.
Amid the terror which prevailed the senate alone maintained their calm-
ness, They sat, without adjournment, to receive intelligence and deliberate
on measures of safety. It was resolved (an extraordinary measure) to call
upon the people to elect a dictator, the person recommended being Q. Fabius
Maxinius, a man of known discretion; M. Minucius Rufus was also elected
as his master of the "norse. Fabius consulted the Sibylline books, and
advised the senate to decree a "sacred spring," according to the ancient
custom of the Sabines. Then, collecting the troops that had escaped, and
filling- up their ranks by a new levy, he sent for the army of Servilius,
and thus with four legions and their auxiliary troops he prepared to take
the field.
Meanwhile the movements of Hannibal had relieved the Romans of all
immediate fear. It seems that he had little hopes of the Etruscans, IT he
straightway passed northwards by the Fliuuinian road into Picenuni, collect-
ing plunder from all the Roman settlements as he went. Here he lay quiet
during the heat of summer. As the weather- became cooler, he advanced
along the coast of the Adriatic into Apulia, still plundering as he went.
The soldiers revelled in the abundance of Italy: it is said they bathed their
horses in wine. But the colonies of Luceria and Venusia, as of old, re-
fused, entrance to the invader, and Hannibal, passed the Apennines again
into lower Samnium, where- Beneventuiu, also a colony, defied him like
the rest.
By tliis time Fabius had taken the field. He had made up his mind not
to risk a battle. His plan of campaign was to move along the heights, so as
takeep Hannibal in view, cutting off his supplies, intercepting his com-
munications, and harassing him in all ways without a general action. This
was not for Hannibal's interest. He wished to fight another great battle
and "win another great victory (the things were synonymous with, him), in
order that the Samnites and'Italians lately conquered "might rise and join
Mm. It was no doubt with the purpose of provoking Fabius to a battle, or
of showing the Italians that the Romans dared not fight him, that Hannibal